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TEXT: 

You cant help loving Apple's new browser, Safari, if you're a Mac OS 
X user. It's still in beta and not as fully-featured as other Mac browsers, 
but its KHTML engine really is fast. It's much faster than Internet 
Explorer 5 for the Mac, which it leaves in the dust for page rendering 
speed and JavaScript handling. 

It's not until you start browsing with Safari that you begin to 
realise what a lumbering behemoth the Mac version of IE5 is. Not only does 
Safari render pages faster (three times faster, if you believe Apple) but 
it feels slicker, quicker and friendlier than the competition. 

There isn't any unnecessary clutter on the screen to interfere with 
the Web pages it displays — none of those nasty big 'back 1 , 'forward', 
'print 1 , 'mail' and 'home' icons to steal screen real-estate. You get just 
what you need -- a compact set of six buttons to the left of the URL bar, 
and a Google search field to the right of it . A 'snapback' button next to 
the Google search lets you return to the last URL you typed in or the 
top level of a website you've been drilling down through. Add a bug 
report button to the right of that and Safari's brushed-steel interface 
is complete. 

The browser has a few problems handling DHTML menus and Cascading 
Style Sheets, and didn't load a Java applet to allow secure online banking 
— that's a problem shared by other OS X browsers. 

In its favour, Safari has an effective popup blocker, intuitive 
iTunes-like bookmarks menu, and a downloads manager that cleans up after 
itself so you don't get old .sit files lying around on your desktop. Some 
Apple fans are complaining about the lack of tabbed browsing, but they can 
always command-shift-click and open new windows in the background. 

RELATED ARTICLE: SPECS 

DOWNLOAD 

2.8MB file from www.apple.com/safari 
FORMATS 
Mac OS X 
KEY FEATURES 

(X) Tabbed browsing 

(X) Customisable skins 

(Y) Cookie management 

(Y) Pop-up killer 

(X) Accepts non-standard code 
THE LOWDOWN 

BRIEFLY Promising looking OS X browser from Apple, still in 
development 

PROS Good performance, uncluttered interface, iTunes-like bookmarks, 
'snapback' feature 

CONS No tabbed browsing, still in beta — some bugs 

SCORE 

* * * * 

WHAT OUR RATINGS MEAN 
***** _ EXCEPTIONAL 
**** _ IMPRESSIVE 
*** - GOOD 
** - OK 

* - DISAPPOINTING 

COPYRIGHT 2003 EMAP Media Ltd. 
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TEXT: 

click to see larger image) The Google search box sits at the top of 
your browser . Google is my favorite search engine. There, 1 1 ve said it. I 
know I'm not alone, but I wanted to get that out of the way. When I saw a 
browser add-on that's designed to let me search using Google from wherever 
I am on the Web or search only the site that I'm visiting, I jumped at the 
chance to download it. I wasn't disappointed. The program, which installs 
and integrates with Microsoft's Internet Explorer 5.0, is simple to install 
and gets you up to speed immediately. Before you download the program 
Google makes it very clear that depending on the configuration you choose, 
you may be sending back personal information in the form of a "paper-trail" 
of the Web sites you visit. This data helps Google create a feature it 
calls Page Rank which, according to Google, is designed to measure a site's 
quality. The more people and links that connect back to it, the more 
credible it's supposed to be. I don't think this holds true, because in my 
experience many of the porn sites have high page ranks, too. If you're not 
keen on providing your surfing data, you can choose a version without 
advanced features. I took the plunge and installed the former version, 
(click to see larger image) A Highlighter option lets you find your search 
terms quicklyOnce installed, the toolbar sits inconspicuously at the top 
of your browser. Unless in use, the only thing you'll see is a search box 
and the Google logo — everything else is grayed out. You can enter search 
terms into the box and press Enter on your keyboard to start a search. Your 
results are returned just as they would be if you had started on the Google 
home page. This was a little annoying because it meant that I lost the 
current page I was looking at. I really liked what the toolbar features 
could do, though. Once you click on a result, you can search just that site 
or turn on the Google highlighter that highlights all of your search terms. 
You can also access the site's page info that includes a cached snapshot of 
the page. It also lets you go directly to a list of similar sites, and most 
interestingly, look at a list of other sites that provide links to the page 
you are vi siting. Albany t ime , viyou-can -also -c 1 i-ek— on— the— Up— -button- whi ch 

t a kes~you~ to—the— site ' s— top levels . Google Toolbar was every bit as 

good as I hoped it would be. However, the invasive site reporting, the fact 
that it takes you away from the page you start out on, and its lack of 
Netscape support are limitations. Hopefully, future versions will address 
these issues. In the meantime, I'm keeping it anyway. 



